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Synopsis: Born Shawn Corey Carter in New York City on December 4, 1969, Jay Z grew up in a

drug-infested housing project in Brooklyn. He used rap as an escape, appearing for the first time

on "Yo! MTV Raps" in 1989. After selling millions of records with his Roc-A-Fella label, Jay Z

created his own clothing line and founded an entertainment company. He wed popular singer and

actress Beyoncé in 2008.

Early Life

Rapper Jay Z was born Shawn Corey Carter in 1969 in Brooklyn, New York. The young rapper

was raised by his single mother in Marcy Houses, a dangerous housing project.

Growing up, Shawn Carter sold drugs and had guns. As Jay Z later rapped: "I went to school, got

good grades, could behave when I wanted/ But I had demons deep inside that would raise when

confronted." 
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Carter turned to rap to escape from the poverty of his youth. In 1989, he joined the rapper Jaz-O to

record the song "The Originators." Shawn Carter started going by the nickname Jay-Z, which was a

play on Jaz-O. It was also like Carter's nickname of "Jazzy" and the J/Z subway station

in Brooklyn.

Jay Z and two friends started their own record company in 1996. That year, Jay Z released his first

collection of songs, "Reasonable Doubt." Although the record only reached No. 23 on the Billboard

charts, it is now considered an important hip-hop album.

Two years later, Jay Z became more successful with the 1998 album "Vol. 2 ... Hard Knock Life."

The track "Hard Knock Life" became Jay Z's most popular single to date. Over the next few years,

the rapper released a slew of No. 1 albums and hit singles. 

In 2003, Jay Z shocked the hip-hop world by announcing his retirement. Jay Z said that he had

simply gotten bored with the scene.

Rap Comeback

In 2006, Jay Z ended his retirement, releasing the new album "Kingdom Come." He soon released

two more albums in 2007 and 2009. These records offered sophisticated messages. The maturing

Jay Z noted that hip-hop has been around only 30 years. "As more people come of age, hopefully

the topics get broader and then the audience will stay around longer."

More recently, Jay Z teamed up with Kanye West for 2011's "Watch the Throne." The album

topped the rap, R&B and pop charts. 

In 2013, Jay Z put out the album "Magna Carta Holy Grail." 

Expanding Empire

During his break from rapping, Jay Z became president of Def Jam Recordings. He signed such

popular acts as Rihanna and Young Jeezy. Jay Z also helped Kanye West grow his career.

However, he quit as Def Jam's president in 2007.

Jay Z's other businesses include a clothing line, a film company, and an upscale sports bar chain.

He was a co-owner of the Brooklyn Nets basketball team for a short time. As Jay Z once rapped,

"I'm not a businessman/ I'm a business, man."

In March 2015, Jay Z and several of his friends launched a streaming music service. They called it

Tidal. People pay a monthly cost for its service.

Political And Charitable Work

Jay Z has supported Barack Obama. Jay Z told a crowd that "Rosa Parks sat so that Martin Luther

King could walk. Martin Luther King walked so that Obama could run. Obama's running so we all

can fly."

In 2012, Jay Z spoke in favor of gay marriage. He said that denying same-sex couples the right to

wed is unfair.

In 2015, Jay Z held his first annual charity concert called Tidal X: 10/20. The show raised around

$1.5 million for good causes. 
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Personal Life

Jay Z did not publicly discuss his relationship with singer and actress Beyoncé for years. The

couple even kept the media away from their wedding.

Jay Z and Beyoncé welcomed their first child on January 7, 2012. They named their daughter Blue

Ivy Carter. For privacy, they rented part of the hospital and hired extra guards.

Soon after, Jay Z released a song about Blue Ivy. On "Glory," he expressed his joy of becoming a

father. Jay Z and Beyoncé wrote that Blue's birth "was the best experience of both of our lives."
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Quiz

1 Which section of the article explains how Shawn Carter got the name Jay Z?

(A) "Rise To Hip-Hop Fame"

(B) "Rap Comeback"

(C) "Expanding Empire"

(D) "Personal Life"

2 Which sentence from the section "Rap Comeback" suggests that Jay Z has gotten more mature as he has gotten older?

(A) In 2006, Jay Z ended his retirement, releasing the new album "Kingdom Come."

(B) These records offered sophisticated messages.

(C) More recently, Jay Z teamed up with Kanye West for 2011's "Watch the Throne."

(D) The album topped the rap, R&B and pop charts.

3 Which of the following quotations from Jay Z supports the idea that he has had success in many areas besides music?

(A) "As more people come of age, hopefully the topics get broader and then the audience will stay around
longer."

(B) "I'm not a businessman/ I'm a business, man."

(C) "Rosa Parks sat so that Martin Luther King could walk. Martin Luther King walked so that Obama could
run. Obama's running so we all can fly."

(D) Blue's birth "was the best experience of both of our lives."

4 What effect did Jay Z have on other hip-hop artists?

(A) He made them quit making music because they could not compete with him.

(B) He inspired them to start their own record companies to compete with him.

(C) He charged them money to play their music on his streaming service, Tidal.

(D) He helped them get started in their own successful music careers.


