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Musicians: Jimi Hendrix

TOP: Hendrix on stage in 1967. MIDDLE: Hendrix in the US Army, 1961. BOTTOM: The Experience in 1968. Courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons.

Synopsis: Jimi Hendrix was a famous rock 'n' roll musician born in 1942, in Washington state.

Hendrix learned to play the guitar as a teenager. People loved to hear him play his electric guitar

in the 1960s. One of his greatest shows was in 1969, at a music festival called Woodstock. He

played "The Star-Spangled Banner" on his electric guitar, which showed off how talented he was.

Hendrix died one year later from drugs, but not before leaving his mark on the music world.

People still buy his records today.

Little Wings

Jimi Hendrix was born on November 27, 1942, in Seattle, Washington. He was born with the name

Johnny Allen Hendrix, but his father later changed it to James Marshall. Hendrix had a hard time

as a child. He did not always live at home, sometimes he was with relatives or family friends.

Hendrix's mother, Lucille Jeter Hendrix, was only 17 years old when he was born. She had two

more sons, Leon and Joseph. Later, she left the family, and Hendrix saw her only once in a while

before she died in 1958.
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Jimmy James

Music made Hendrix feel better. He liked blues and rock 'n' roll, and taught himself to play guitar.

When Hendrix was 16 years old, his father bought him his first guitar, and the next year, bought

Hendrix an electric guitar. It was a right-handed guitar, but Hendrix was left-handed, so he had to

play it upside down. 

Soon he began performing with his first band, the Rocking Kings. When Hendrix was 17 years old,

he dropped out of high school to follow his musical dreams.

Two years later, in 1961, Hendrix joined the United States Army. He trained to jump out of

airplanes with a parachute, but still found time for music. Hendrix formed a band called the King

Kasuals, later spelled as "Casuals." Hendrix served in the Army until he hurt himself during a

parachute jump in 1962.  

After leaving the Army, Hendrix began working as a

musician, using the name Jimmy James. He played

backup guitar for famous musicians. In 1965 he also

formed a band of his own called Jimmy James and the

Blue Flames.

The Jimi Hendrix Experience

In 1966, Hendrix met Chas Chandler of the British

rock group the Animals. He moved to London,

England, to work with Chandler, and started a band

called the Jimi Hendrix Experience.

Many of England's rock stars liked Hendrix's music.

The Beatles, the Rolling Stones, the Who and Eric

Clapton all admired his work. A reporter said that

sometimes it seemed like Hendrix played his guitar

with no hands.

In 1967, the band released its first song, "Hey Joe." The song was a hit in England. The band went

on tour later that year to support Hendrix's first album called "Are You Experienced." Audiences

loved his crazy guitar playing. The album is one of the most popular rock records ever. In June

1967, Hendrix also won over American music fans with his performance at the Monterey Pop

Festival in California. At the end of the show, Hendrix lit his guitar on fire.

Bold As Love

Hendrix released his second album, "Axis: Bold as Love," that same year. He put out one more

album with the band in 1968, called "Electric Ladyland," which featured the hit "All Along the

Watchtower." The group split up in 1969.

That same year, Hendrix performed at another legendary musical event, the Woodstock Festival.

It was a summer concert in rural New York. More than 400,000 people attended, and it lasted for

four days. Hendrix opened his set with a rock version of "The Star-Spangled Banner." People loved

it.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Hendrix also had his own recording studio called

Electric Lady.

Hear My Train A Comin'

In late 1969, Hendrix put together a new group, the

Band of Gypsys. The band never became big, and soon

Hendrix began working on a new album that he did

not live long enough to finish.

On September 18, 1970, Jimi Hendrix died in London,

England, from using drugs. He was only 27 years old.

Hendrix's music is still popular today.
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Quiz

1 Based on the information in the article, which of the following statements is TRUE?

(A) Hendrix's father supported his music playing.

(B) Hendrix's interest in music began when he was 16.

(C) Hendrix's most successful band was called Band of Gypsys.

(D) Hendrix's fellow musicians questioned his musical style.

2 Which of the following sentences from the article BEST shows that Hendrix was considered to be a very talented musician?

(A) It was a right-handed guitar, but Hendrix was left-handed, so he had to play it upside down.

(B) He played backup guitar for famous musicians.

(C) The Beatles, the Rolling Stones, the Who and Eric Clapton all admired his work.

(D) That same year, Hendrix performed at another legendary musical event, the Woodstock Festival.

3 Which answer choice BEST describes the overall structure of the article?

(A) cause and effect

(B) chronological order

(C) problem and solution

(D) compare and contrast

4 Finish the following sentence.

Overall, the article is organized around ........

(A) Hendrix's personal life.

(B) Hendrix's musical accomplishments.

(C) Hendrix's attitude and ideas.

(D) Hendrix's musical influences.


