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Meet Mayor Max, top dog of a California town

Image 1. Mayor Max spends his days promoting local businesses and charities and attending town events in Idyllwild, California. Photo by:
Phyllis Mueller

The mayor of Idyllwild, California, was "born into public service,"  according to his top aide. He

took office at just 11 weeks old. Now he spends nearly every day meeting his constituents and

spreading his hopes for world peace. He does it largely in the nude, though he wears a tie and an

array of hats.

Mayor Maximus Mighty-Dog Mueller II, is a 6-year-old golden retriever on a mission. "He would

like to see peace on Earth in his lifetime," said Phyllis Mueller. She is Max's chief of staff and

human companion.

"Make The World A Better Place"

Reached by a reporter, the mayor was playing outside. He accepted the call but had little to say on

the phone. Mueller, however, relayed his goals. She said he wants "to make the world a better

place" by loving everyone and doing as many good deeds as possible.
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It's not an easy job. "We come out into the public every day, including in bad weather, snow and

rain," in an effort to spread happiness, Mueller said. Residents meet the mayor and take photos.

He helps promote local businesses and charities. He participates in town events, such as a popular

Fourth of July parade. He also visits homes, schools and retirement communities in the tiny town.

How does a dog become mayor? Max II benefited from his bloodline. He was related to the last

mayor, and some say that makes him kind of like a monarch or king. Kings and queens are often

crowned based on who their family is. Like the British royals, though, he has no real political

power. The town of Idyllwild is officially run by its county. Also like the royals, Mayor Max has his

job for life. Max's lifetime appointment came at the request of the town he leads.

A Great First Impression

The first mayor, Max I, was elected in a fundraiser. The money raised went to an animal rescue

charity in Idyllwild. The candidates were all pets.  However, Mueller's hard campaigning and

generous donation led to Max's victory. (Aiming for fairness, she also donated to all the other

candidates).

Max I died puppyless during his second term in office, which prompted Mueller to launch an

international search for his relatives. She found Max II close to home. When Mueller first met him,

he crossed his forelegs and struck a pose. It was clear he was perfect for the job, Mueller said. 

Mueller also discovered Max I had relatives in Ohio. Mikey and Mitzi were brought in to be deputy

mayors. They work security for Max II, who finished Max I's term before being named mayor-for-

life in 2014.

Max's tenure has been largely free of controversy. However, he did survive what has been called an

assassination attempt. A dog that was off-leash at one event went for the mayor's neck.

"It made my dog very afraid of other dogs for about a year," Mueller said. "But he's almost 100

percent over it." The deputy mayors now offer Max II an additional layer of protection by barking

at any threat.

An Independent Candidate

Some people have asked whether Max could run for

president. Some even wrote his name on the ballot in

the last election, Mueller said.

The U.S. Constitution does not specifically ban dogs

from running. However, candidates must be at least

35 years old. That is a problem for canine candidates.

Dogs don't live that long. A number of other animals

have assumed public office, including Duke the dog

who was a mayor in Minnesota. Stubbs the cat was

honorary mayor of Talkeetna, Alaska. There was a

series of goat leaders in Lajitas, Texas. None of these has mounted a serious presidential

campaign.
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As for party, "I always say he's independent," Mueller said. "He loves everybody unconditionally,

and that's why I think he's so well loved."
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Quiz

1 Read the following paragraph from the section "Make The World A Better Place."

Reached by a reporter, the mayor was playing outside. He accepted the call but had little to say
on the phone. Mueller, however, relayed his goals. She said he wants "to make the world a better
place" by loving everyone and doing as many good deeds as possible.

Which of the following is an accurate explanation of what this paragraph means?

(A) Max tried to avoid talking to a reporter because he was busy playing outside, so his owner spoke for
him.

(B) Max did his best to spread love and kindness all over Idyllwild while he was the mayor.

(C) Max was unable to share his goals as mayor over the phone because he is a dog, so his owner playfully
did it for him.

(D) Max was the pretend mayor of Idyllwild, and Mueller was the actual mayor.

2 Read the paragraph below from the section "Make The World A Better Place."

How does a dog become mayor? Max II benefited from his bloodline. He was related to the last
mayor, and some say that makes him kind of like a monarch or king. Kings and queens are often
crowned based on who their family is. Like the British royals, though, he has no real political
power. The town of Idyllwild is officially run by its county. Also like the royals, Mayor Max has his
job for life. Max's lifetime appointment came at the request of the town he leads.

Which sentence from this selection supports the conclusion that Max is the mayor just for fun?

(A) He was related to the last mayor, and some say that makes him kind of like a monarch or king.

(B) Kings and queens are often crowned based on who their family is.

(C) The town of Idyllwild is officially run by its county.

(D) Also like the royals, Mayor Max has his job for life.

3 Read the paragraph from the section "An Independent Candidate."

Some people have asked whether Max could run for president. Some even wrote his name on
the ballot in the last election, Mueller said.

What is the meaning of the word "ballot" as it is used in the paragraph above?

(A) a donation to a presidential campaign

(B) a person running for political office

(C) a place where an election is held

(D) a piece of paper used to record a vote
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4 Read the following sentence from the section "An Independent Candidate."

A number of other animals have assumed public office, including Duke the dog who was a mayor
in Minnesota.

Which answer choice uses "assumed" in the SAME way as the sentence above?

(A) When Maria got too tired, I assumed her role as the driver.

(B) It was easy for her to have assumed that people think the same way she does.

(C) Tony assumed a look of guilt even though he did not feel bad about what he did.

(D) As I baked cookies, I assumed that "tbsp" meant tablespoon.


