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Not just Cleopatra: Museum tells history of
queens in ancient Egypt

Image 1. The "Queens of Egypt" exhibit at the National Geographic Museum in Washington, D.C., features a virtual-reality experience of
Queen Nefertari's tomb as well as several hands-on installations. Photo by: National Geographic

If you had to name a queen of ancient Egypt, who would it be? Probably Cleopatra, famous for her

connections to Roman leaders Julius Caesar and Marc Antony.

But who came before her? Nefertari, Isis, Ahmose and Hatshepsut are just a few queens of Egypt

who aren't as well-known. A new exhibit at the National Geographic Museum in Washington, D.C.,

aims to change that.

"I only knew there was Cleopatra," said Roxie Mazelan. The 9-year-old Girl Scout was visiting the

new exhibit, which is called "Queens of Egypt." "I didn't know there were so many other queens,"

she added. 

Walking Through Queen's Tomb

Roxie and her troop from Virginia put on their 3-D glasses to explore the exhibit's virtual-reality

area. The glasses let the girls see computer-generated images around them. They could travel back
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in time and walk through the tomb of Queen Nefertari. A tomb is the final resting place for a

person after he or she dies. The Egyptians thought of tombs as homes for the dead and included

objects and paintings inside them. 

Addison Hood, age 9, is also a Girl Scout. She thought

it was cool to see the objects through her glasses and

then see them in real life in the museum. An object

made a long time ago by humans is called an artifact.

Among the popular artifacts at the museum are

Nefertari's shoes. They were found in her tomb in

1904. Jewelry, makeup jars and mirrors are also on

display.

Hands-On Exhibits Bring Ancient Times To Life

There are also hands-on exhibits. Jars contain scents

such as henna and lotus, two plants found in Egypt.

You can pop the jars open and smell them. Scientists

found jars like these in tombs. From the bits

remaining in the jars, they figured out the scents

Egyptian women once wore. You can play Senet, a

board game similar to Chutes and Ladders that kings

and queens played around 1550 B.C. That was 3,500

years ago.

Queen Hatshepsut (pronounced hat-SHEP-soot) was

the most important Egyptian queen. She was known

to have good relationships with other countries during

her 22-year reign. To gain respect, she dressed as a man and wore a pretend beard. She created

statues of herself with a pharaoh's headdress. 

There were many different groups of people during ancient times. "Egypt's was the only one that

really valued women," says Lexie de los Santos. She works to educate people about National

Geographic exhibits.

Egyptian women could own land, choose a husband and get divorced. They could even govern the

country.

Erasing All Memory Of Women Leaders

"But after their rule, [male leaders] just erase all memory of these women," De Los Santos said.

"They don't want them to have all that success."

Kara Cooney wrote a book about the Egyptian queens. She said these women were often used as

protectors. Men would put women in high positions to keep young male leaders safe and give them

time to grow up. When a man was ready to take over as pharaoh, the woman in charge would step

down.

Addison noted that even after thousands of years, things have not changed that much. Female

leaders are rare.
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"I think it was cool to see women in the place of men," she said. "You don't see that a lot now."
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Quiz

1 Which sentence from the article supports a MAIN idea from the article?

(A) Probably Cleopatra, famous for her connections to Roman leaders Julius Caesar and Marc Antony.

(B) A tomb is the final resting place for a person after he or she dies.

(C) Addison Hood, age 9, is also a Girl Scout.

(D) Egyptian women could own land, choose a husband and get divorced.

2 Read the following paragraph from the article.

Kara Cooney wrote a book about the Egyptian queens. She said these women were often used
as protectors. Men would put women in high positions to keep young male leaders safe and give
them time to grow up. When a man was ready to take over as pharaoh, the woman in charge
would step down.

Which statement summarizes the paragraph?

(A) Egyptian pharaohs were in charge until female leaders had grown up enough to rule.

(B) Egyptian queens were often allowed to rule until the male leaders were old enough to rule.

(C) Men and women ruled alongside one another in ancient Egypt.

(D) Men were in charge of protecting Egyptian queens and keeping them safe.

3 According to the article, how can a visitor experience the new exhibit?

(A) by exploring a virtual-reality area, examining artifacts, and playing a game

(B) by using a computer, walking through a real tomb, and smelling artifacts

(C) by watching a 3-D movie, trying on jewelry, and looking at paintings

(D) by reading a book, listening to an author speak, and creating hands-on games

4 What effect did the exhibit have on Addison Hood?

(A) She was captivated by the information about Nefertari and hopes to be a strong leader some day.

(B) She thought that the hands-on scent jars were the most interesting artifacts.

(C) She liked seeing the artifacts and enjoyed learning that Egyptian women had power.

(D) She was shocked that there were other queens of Egypt beside Cleopatra.


